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Detailed Action 

1. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described In a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 

Ohta. 

With respect to claim 1 , Ohta teaches a method for forming an output image 
forming system (according to figure 1), comprising the steps of: 

Scanning a predetermined portion of an image via image data scanners 16, 17 
corresponding to an input document to reduce white space, said input image a 
first set of dimensions; and reproducing said image data (high quality printer 18) 
a selected number of times (page 13, liens 5-8) on a printing medium to form 
said output image, wherein said reproduced image data in said output image has 
said selected number of input image reproductions having different dimensions ( 
via rotations, see page 29, lines 25-30 or by enlargement and reductions, see 
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page 29, lines 37-41. Note, the white space is reduced when the old or first 
dimension is set as the new or second dimension. The image of the first 
dimension is magnified to the dimension of the second dimension to eliminated 
the blank or null areas. 

With respect to claim 2, see page 29, lines 37-41 . 
With respect to claim 3, see page 29, lines 37-41 . 

With respect to claim 4, the step of obtaining instructions (via user at work 
station 1 5) for the formation of the output image. 

With respect to claims 5 and 13, the user interface is the client computer 
taught by Ohta. 

With respect to claim 6, Ohta teaches receiving instructions from a remote 
location. Note that the client computer is over the Internet according to figure 1 . 

With respect to claim 7, the receiving of the signal from a remote device (via 
client computer 1). 
With respect to claim 8, the document scanners are elements 16 and 17. 

With respect to claim 9, refers to page 29, lines 18-24. The detected 
dimensions are found via window 1 of the image data, according to page 29, 
lines 18-24, for enlarging or reducing the image (page 29, lines 37-42) so that 
the images are printed on a single recording medium. See figure 8. 



Application/Control Number: 09/769,926 
Art Unit: 2626 



Page 4 



With respect to claim 10, Ohta teaches referencing the size of the print 
medium (via window 1) which studies the shapes for printing. See also page 29, 
lines 37-41. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Ohta teaches a feedback size of the layout 
according to the display window of the client computer and a layout of that 
image by windows 2-6. 

With respect to claim 12, Ohta teaches an image forming system, according 
to figure 1 , comprising: a scanner 16 and 17 for scanning a predetermined 
portion of an input image on an input document to reduce white space, said input 
having a first set of dimensions. Ohta teaches an input image reproductions 
having different dimensions ( via rotations, see page 29, lines 25-30 or by 
enlargement and reductions, see page 29, lines 37-41. Note, the white space is 
reduced when the old or first dimension is set as the new or second dimension. 
The image of the first dimension is magnified to the dimension of the second 
dimension to eliminate the blank or null areas. Ohta further teaches a printing 
mechanism (18) in communication with a processor (edit server 60 taught at 
page 28 beginning at line 39), wherein said processor receives instructions 
relating to an input image and instructs said printing mechanism to print a 
predetermined number (page 13, line 58) of replications of the image in enlarged 
or reduced fashion on a print. See page 29, lines 37-41 . 
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With respect to claim 14, the enlargement and reduction process as claimed 
is discussed by the combination of windows 4-6 at page 29. 

With respect to claims 15 and 16, Ohta teaches enlarging and reduction to fit 
on the print medium. This procedure is done by windows 4-6. See page 29, line 
37 to page 30 line 1. 

2. 

Examiner's Remarks 

Applicant's remarks have been considered but are unpersuasive to allow the 
claim. Applicant argues that Ohta does not reduce white space. But examiner 
contends that applicant means Ohta does not reduce any space where the 
image data is not. However, the examiner contends that Ohta teaches 
determining what the image dimension is and determining what an output 
dimension is suppose to be (the entire portion of the read area) . Knowing these 
dimensions, the margins or null areas, the areas applicant identifies as the white 
areas, can be eliminated. Hence, Ohta addresses the claimed feature. 
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3. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 
703-305-4391 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 9:00 to 
5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams, can be reached on (703) 305-4863. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703-305-3900. 




JEROIWEGRANTII 
PRIMARY EXAIWINER 



